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What's in a Word?

Materials: Masking tape, index cards (one per student) — ‘_;-} | ana NS

Estimated time: 1 class period

Directions:

1. Write words that describe character traits on index cards
and roll a small strip of tape onto the back of each card
before class.

2. Stick an index card on which a character trait has been
written onto each student’s back without letting them
see the word.

3. Tell the other students to not divulge what is written on
anyone else’s card. Be certain that everyone has a card
on their back.

4. Explain that in order to figure out what is written on their back, they must ask another
classmate a question that can be answered by yes or no.

5. They may only ask two questions to each classmate and then they must move on to ask another

classmate.
6. When they feel that they have gathered enough information about their character trait, they
may guess, “Is my word ?”

7. If they are correct, they may transfer the card to their front but may still continue to mingle in
order to help others.

8. Ifthey aren’t correct, they must continue to ask questions.

9. Continue the mingling until everyone has guessed their term.

10. When students return to their seats, have them take off their cards.

11. Collect the cards for future use — you might laminate them.

Example words that may be used:

determined fearful playful talkative unkind
nagging organized spunky clever curious
selfish sneaky friendly hardworking lazy
ambitious bossy pleasant reckless sentimental
dreamy fierce stern timid wise

neat outspoken cautious cooperative daring
shrewd sociable generous honest loud
awkward brave quiet rude serious

dull forgetful stubborn understanding witty
obedient patient charming cruel dependable
shy calm greedy kind mischievous
boastful forgiving reasonable sensitive zany
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Debrief:

How did you feel about asking others questions for help?

Did it get easier as time went along?

Did you find yourself asking classmates of the same gender? Did it matter?
Are there other ways to talk about people without using labels?

Variations:

This activity can also be done in groups in which one person draws a card and the others ask
guestions until someone guesses the term.

You could also substitute these words for curriculum vocabulary that is used for the Words in
the Workplace Event.
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